
A journey through the 

desert
3000km, Five Universities, One Team



After two long years of work designing, 
testing and collaborating across 
Australia, the Australian Technology 

Network of Universities (ATN) in partnership 
with QUT made it to Darwin on 13 October 
for the start of the Bridgestone World Solar 
Challenge – as the ATN Solar Car team. 

Universities often collaborate on ideas and 
projects, but not on this scale. Students 
from RMIT University, the University of South 
Australia, UTS, Curtin University and QUT 
came together to showcase what our future 
vehicles may look like and how they can 
assist in the global effort of reducing carbon 
emissions.  

Our car, Priscilla began her journey from 
Darwin on Sunday and arrived in Adelaide 
on Friday. A gruelling route of 3020kms in 
scorching heat, passing the finish line at 
13:03 (12:03 Darwin time).

What is so special about Priscilla is the 
collaboration involved in building her.  
Almost completely custom designed by 
our students, ideas and manufacturing 
methods were discussed at length mostly 
be teleconference – bridging the more than 
3,000km gap between our students in Perth, 
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane.

Priscilla’s ultimate goal wasn’t speed, it was 
practicality.  How could the team design a 

car that could inspire and shape how we 
might make our way around in the future? 
The team started from the ground up, 3D 
modelling different designs. Once a final 
concept was agreed on, they refined it, 3D 
printed a scale model and conducted wind 
tunnel tests to ensure optimum performance 
capabilities in the desert. 

Anna Lidfors Lindqvist from UTS was the 
team manager.  Anna was responsible for 
keeping the team in check and coordinating 
the day-to-day running.  ‘The excitement of 
what’s ahead is intense.  We know what the 
car can do, but it’s a team effort to make 
sure it runs as projected’ She said.  

University of South Australia student Erika 
Belchamber had one of the more complex 
and important jobs on the team.  Erika would 
strategise how Priscilla would run.  Factoring 
in wind, cloud cover and many other 
complexities, Erika would tell the drivers of 
the car how fast to go, what their battery 
level should be at and optimising the best 
driving patterns.

Unfortunately, a minor steering and battery 
issue forced Priscilla onto her trailer as she 
arrived close to Daly Waters. This meant that 
she could continue to compete but would 
not be eligible for a ranking.  

The team at the finish line in Adelaide



Being the fastest and winning wasn’t the 
spirit of the project, it was a culmination of 
bringing ideas to life to deliver a real-world, 
practical, solar electric car. ‘The team are 
obviously disheartened and disappointed, 
but we’re going to preserver and cross the 
finish line in Adelaide’ said Anna.

University of South Australia Vice-
Chancellor, Professor David Lloyd and ATN 
Executive Director Luke Sheehy were at the 
finish line to welcome the team to Adelaide. 
Priscilla made her way into the staging area 
decorated in pink feather boas, whilst the 
team celebrated with a pink champagne 
shower. 

‘What the team have achieved is incredible.  
It is exactly what the ATN is all about.  
Collaboration, working with industry, and 
real-world research with impact, I want 
to congratulate the team on their journey 
and especially thank the five universities 
and their Vice-Chancellors that believed 
we could do this, RMIT, University of South 
Australia, Curtin University, UTS and QUT’ 
said Mr. Sheehy.

‘Without their support, Priscilla would remain 
just a dream, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing what our incredible students come up 
with next. Hopefully we can do Priscilla 2.0 in 
2021!’ he said.

The team at the finish line in Adelaide

On the ramp for testing



Our university logos take pride of place



Brumbys provided the team with incredible food

Leaving Alice Springs for Coober Pedy


