
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATN UNIVERSITIES APPLAUDS GOVERNMENT’S BOOST TO 

ARTS FUNDING  

MONDAY 30 JANUARY 2023 

The Australian Technology Network of Universities (ATN) has congratulated the Albanese Government 
on its announcement today of an injection of almost $300m into arts, entertainment and culture – the 
creative industries. 

ATN Executive Director, Luke Sheehy, said the Government’s release of Revive, the new National 
Cultural Policy, signifies the importance of arts and the creative industries to our nation’s economy. 

“The funding boost, along with the announcement of Creative Australia, is a welcome shot in the arm 
for our next generation of storytellers and performers,” Mr Sheehy said. 

ATN universities teach over 23,000 students in creative arts around Australia and this also represents 
25 per cent of all enrolments in creative arts nationally. 

This embattled sector employs more than 400,000 Australians. 

“ATN universities equip our creative arts students with the necessary skills to move straight into work-
life,” he added. 

“Storytelling is an important part of any culture and it is vital that this valuable sector continues to 
contribute to Australia’s identity.” 
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The Australian Technology Network of Universities (ATN) was established in 1999 and brings together Australia’s six 
real world universities focused on enterprise, impact and finding solutions to issues facing our rapidly changing economy and 
society. Our member universities are Curtin University, Deakin University, RMIT University, The University of Newcastle, 
University of South Australia, and University of Technology Sydney. Our universities produce Australia’s most job-ready 
graduates and undertake world-class research with real-world impact. Through our innovation we are proud disruptors 
challenging the status quo. ATN universities provide world-class education to almost 310,000 students and teach 20 per cent 
of domestic higher education students and 19 per cent of international students. We are the fastest-growing university 
grouping in terms of domestic students. Together, we are proud of who we include, not exclude, with a strong commitment 
to equity, excellence, and social justice. ATN is one of Australia’s leading university peak bodies with a track record of 
advocating and shaping positive policy outcomes with all levels of government. 
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