
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATN UNIVERSITIES READY TO WELCOME THOUSANDS OF 

STUDENTS FROM CHINA BACK TO OUR SHORES   

MONDAY 30 JANUARY 2023 

ATN universities are gearing up for the return of thousands of students to our campuses across 
Australia following the change in regulations for cross-border study issued by the Chinese Service 
Centre for Scholarly Exchange, over the weekend.  

Australian Technology Network of Universities (ATN) Executive Director, Luke Sheehy, said it was 
crucial that the Federal Government and the higher education sector moved quickly to ensure a 
seamless return for international students this year, particularly those having to hasten their arrival 
from China. 

“We must ensure that we are working together to guarantee the system can cope with what is going to 
be a surge in demand, particularly around visa applications,” Mr Sheehy said. 

“I’m pleased to say that our universities are rapidly preparing to welcome students back to our 
campuses, providing them with all the information and support needed to expedite their return to 
Australia.” 

Before the borders closed in 2020, Chinese students accounted for more than one-third of 67,000 
onshore international students enrolled at ATN universities.  

“ATN universities have been a destination of choice, previously about one-in-five students from China 
who studied in Australia chose an ATN university,” Mr Sheehy added. 

“During the pandemic we continued to support students from all over the world, including those from 
China, with a range of academic and wellbeing measures. 

“Australia should be proud of the world-class education we offer. International students are a part of 
our family and the return of students from China will have an amazing impact on campus life at our 
universities.” 
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The Australian Technology Network of Universities (ATN) was established in 1999 and brings together Australia’s six real world 
universities focused on enterprise, impact and finding solutions to issues facing our rapidly changing economy and society. Our member 
universities are Curtin University, Deakin University, RMIT University, The University of Newcastle, University of South Australia, and 
University of Technology Sydney. Our universities produce Australia’s most job-ready graduates and undertake world-class research with 
real-world impact. Through our innovation we are proud disruptors challenging the status quo. ATN universities provide world-class 
education to almost 310,000 students and teach 20 per cent of domestic higher education students and 19 per cent of international students. 
We are the fastest-growing university grouping in terms of domestic students. Together, we are proud of who we include, not exclude, with 
a strong commitment to equity, excellence, and social justice. ATN is one of Australia’s leading university peak bodies with a track record of 
advocating and shaping positive policy outcomes with all levels of government. 
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